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Long-term Conservation



BEGINNING OF THE 
20th CENTURY:
 
The Dinaric-SE Alpine lynx popula-
tion becomes extinct due to hunting, 
persecution, habitat loss and lack of 
prey species

YEAR 1973:

Successful reintroduction of six ani-
mals from the Carpathian Mountains 
to Slovenia

FOLLOWING DECADES:

Lynx population spreads south to 
Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
although lynx were noted also in Italy 
and Austria

AFTER THE YEAR 2000:

Population decline, mostly due to 
genetic deterioration - inbreeding 
and genetic dri昀琀

2017 - 2024:

Urgent measures taken to prevent 
the extinction – the LIFE Lynx project
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Project Title: Preventing the Extinction of the Dinaric-SE Alpine Lynx 
Population Through Reinforcement and Long-term Conservation
Acronym: LIFE Lynx
Reference: LIFE16 NAT/SI/000634
Project Time Frame: 01.07.2017 – 31.03.2024
Total Project Budget: 6,829,377.00 €
Lead Partner: Slovenia Forest Service (SFS)

Project Partners:

 ● Association for the Biological Diversity Conservation (ACDB)
 ● Association BIOM (BIOM)
 ● Arma dei carabinieri - Comando Unità Tutela Forestale, 
Ambientale e Agroalimentare (CUFAA)

 ● Faculty of Veterinary Medicine University of Zagreb (FVM)
 ● Hunters Association of Slovenia (HAS)
 ● Progetto Lince Italia (PLI)
 ● Technical university in Zvolen (TUZ)
 ● University of Ljubljana (UL)
 ● Karlovac University of Applied Sciences (VUKA)
 ● Institute of the Republic of Slovenia for Nature Conservation (ZRSVN)

Co昀椀nancers:

 ● The Ministry of Natural Resources and Spatial Planning of the Republic 
of Slovenia (MNVP)

 ● Environmental Protection and Energy E昀昀iciency Fund (EPEEF)
 ● Euronatur
 ● O昀昀ice for cooperation with NGOs Government of the Republic of Croatia
 ● The Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic
 ● WWF Deutschland

LIFE Lynx  online:

 
 ● www.lifelynx.eu
 ● life.lynx.eu@gmail.com 
 ● www.facebook.com/LIFELynx.eu/ 
 ● https://www.facebook.com/lifelynx.hr/ 
 ● www.instagram.com/life.lynx/ 
 ● https://www.youtube.com/c/LIFELynxEU

Background Objectives

To save the Dinaric-SE Alpine lynx 
population from extinction!
    
HOW?

 ✔ By reinforcing the Dinaric population through translo-

cation - again from the Carpathian Mountains

 ✔ By developing conservation management at the trans-

boundary level

 ✔ By fostering broad public acceptance of lynx conservation

 ✔ By developing science-based management tools for 

strategic planning and decision-support tools

 ✔ By improving population connectivity with the crea-

tion of a stepping stone population in the Julian Alps

Partners

logos

Cofinancers
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https://www.lifelynx.eu/project/association-for-the-biological-diversity-conservation/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/project/association-biom-biom/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/project/arma-dei-carabinieri-cutfaa-cfs/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/project/arma-dei-carabinieri-cutfaa-cfs/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/project/faculty-of-veterinary-medicine-zagreb/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/project/hunters-association-of-slovenia/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/project/the-progetto-lince-italia/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/project/technical-university-in-zvolen/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/project/university-of-ljubljana/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/project/karlovac-university-of-applied-sciences/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/project/institute-of-the-republic-of-slovenia-for-nature-conservation/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/cofinancers/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/cofinancers/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/cofinancers/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/cofinancers/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/cofinancers/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/cofinancers/
https://www.lifelynx.eu/cofinancers/
http://www.lifelynx.eu
mailto:ife.lynx.eu%40gmail.com?subject=FROM%20LAYMANS%20REPORT
http://www.facebook.com/LIFELynx.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/lifelynx.hr/
http://www.instagram.com/life.lynx/
https://www.youtube.com/c/LIFELynxEU
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WHERE THE 

LYNX CAME FROM The Carpathian Mountains of Romania The Carpathian Mountains of Slovakia

Capturing lynx was probably the biggest challenge we had to face 
during the project but every lynx captured meant one step closer to 
safeguarding the Dinaric-SE Alpine lynx population. The transfer of 

project partners’ know-how helped capture 14 lynx (10 of which 
were relocated for the LIFE Lynx project to Slovenia and Croatia, two 
were collared and released in the Romanian forests, and an addi-
tional two animals were relocated to Italy within the ULyCA2 project).

The status of the Romanian lynx population was monitored 
throughout the project using camera-trapping, snow-tracking, 
and genetic analysis. This newly collected data indicates that the 
population in the capture areas remains strong, and con昀椀rms the 
limited impact of translocations.

Based on the systematic surveys it is possible to claim that the captures 
and translocations of 8 lynx for the LIFE Lynx project (nor the previous 
project LIFE Luchs) had no negative e昀昀ect on the viability of the Slo-
vak population at the local, regional or national level. And so, the LIFE 
Lynx project helped not only to save the Dinaric - SE Alpine population 
but also to better understand the lynx conservation challenges and 
needs in the Carpathians.

Moreover, the cooperation between the project team and key stake-
holders (especially foresters, hunters and nature conservation) within
the LIFE Lynx activities, particularly in the systematic monitoring and
lynx translocations is an excellent example of collaboration and mutual
trust. It is an important precedent for further lynx (and large carnivores)
conservation and management at national and international level.

“When the LIFE Lynx project began, I was sceptical about the likelihood of capturing the number of lynx individuals planned, 

mostly because the project team had little experience with lynx captures. The exchange of knowledge with the Slove-

nia Forest Service, Progetto Lince Italia and the University of Ljubljana contributed to the project’s success, and we 

feel great joy in knowing that we have actively contributed to the recovery of the Dinaric-SE Alpine lynx population.” 

– ION MILITARU, Director of Putna-Vrancea Natural Park, RNP ROMSILVA (collaborator in the LIFE Lynx Project)

“When I 昀椀rst heard about lynx cap-

tures in 2020, I didn’t believe it 

was possible. Today, I am 

proud that I was part 

of this project and 

helped to save this 

endangered spe-

cies in the Dinaric 

Mountains, SE 

Alps and Europe. 

At the same time, 

I met a team of 

great people. 

Thank you.” – Ing. 
MIROSLAV KIAPEŠ, 

Head of the Klenovec 
Forest Administration, 

Gemer Forest Enterprise, 
Forests of the Slovak Republic
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WHERE THE 

LYNX WENT TO
The Dinarics

The main goal of the LIFE Lynx 

project was to reduce the level of 
inbreeding that was threatening 

the survival of the Dinaric lynx pop-
ulation. This challenging task was 

successfully implemented by the 
joint e昀昀orts of partners from donor 

(Romania & Slovakia) and receiving 
countries (Slovenia & Croatia).

 
In the 2019 – 2023 period, 11 adult male 

lynx and one female were translocated from 
the Carpathian to the Dinaric mountains. At 

the beginning of 2024, we can con昀椀rm 9 of 
them are still alive, 5 lynx established territories 

in Croatia and 4 in Slovenia. 

The biggest success is that translocated animals repro-
duced and so far over 30 kittens with Carpathian 
genes are increasing the genetic diversity of the 
Dinaric lynx population. These results instill hope 
that international cooperation, drawn upon exper-
tise from various backgrounds and engaging key 

interest groups, stands as a successful formula for 
securing the future of the Eurasian lynx in Europe.

»It was a great honour to participate 

in the LIFE Lynx project and to release 

translocated lynx Lubomir in our hunting 

ground Ramino korito. The presence of such a rare, 

mysterious and endangered species provides an oppor-

tunity to enrich tourist programmes in our county.« 

– MARIJA KRNJAJIĆ, Director of the Rewilding Velebit Foundation

The Alps

»The return of the lynx to the Triglav 

National Park is a historic moment, 

because we are returning to nature some-

thing that we, humans, have taken from it.« 

– MIHA MAROLT, Triglav National Park

Crucial for lynx conservation in the 
Dinarics and the Alps was to establish 

a connecting lynx population in the 
Southeastern Alps. Therefore, the 
Julian Alps in Slovenia act as a vital 
corridor - connecting the lynx popu-
lation between the Dinaric and other 
Alpine regions. With this goal in mind, 
we translocated six adult animals 
to the Slovenian Julian Alps (3 males 
and 3 females). 

The essential role in this lynx reintro-
duction story was a tight collaboration 

with hunters who cared for the lynx 
in enclosures and participated in lynx 
monitoring. In the year 2024, we are 
recording the presence of four translo-
cated animals in the Alps and several 
of their offspring. Overall, we con-
昀椀rmed six lynx litters belonging to all 
three translocated females. 

To strengthen the established con-
necting population in the Julian Alps, 
an additional 昀椀ve lynx were released 
in Italy in 2023 - as part of the ULyCA2 
project. Hopefully, this will contribute 
to the long-term survival of lynx in the 
Alps as well as in the Dinarics. 

Full line represents lynx 

that are still monitored. 

The dashed line repre-

sents lynx that are no 

longer detected. 
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Inbreeding – troubles of our lynx
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Modelled inbreeding of the Dinaric lynx through 
time, if le昀琀 on its own.

Larger parts of the Dinaric area 
(stretching from the southwestern part 
of Croatia to the central part of Slove-
nia) form a more or less homogeneous 
area of suitable habitat for lynx.  

The Ljubljana - Koper motorway in 
Slovenia represents a major linear 

barrier that severely constrains the 
connectivity of lynx habitats. On the 
other hand, the Croatian motorways 
are much more permeable because 
they include various crossing structures 
(e.g. green bridges, tunnels, viaducts). 

The situation northwest of the Lju-
bljana - Koper motorway, is quite 
di昀昀erent. There are still some moder-
ately large forest complexes, although 
part of this area is fragmented.  

The fragmentation of suitable habi-
tat is evident in the Italian part of the 
south-eastern Alps, where urbanized 
valleys interrupt otherwise suitable 
habitats. Areas above the tree line are 
also perceived as less suitable. The 
model prediction outlines a few areas 
with particularly suitable habitat in 
the Alpine region (mostly plateaus at 
1000-1500 m altitude such as Jelovica 
and Pokljuka) where the lynx already 
occurs, while the areas in the western 
part of the Alpine project area tend to 
be smaller and further apart.

Finally, we incorporated this gathered 
knowledge within Slovene national 
forest and hunting management plans 
to help with the protection of the con-
nectivity corridors.

Comparison of the impact of the Ljubljana-Koper and Zagreb-Rijeka motorways on 
habitat connectivity for lynx.

Lynx suitable habitat and lynx optimal habitat patches in the Dinaric and the Alpine Area.

The past 

A昀琀er the reintroduction of the six lynx in 1973, the popu-
lation was rapidly growing and expanding at 昀椀rst, but it 
remained isolated from other lynx and started inbreeding. 
As inbreeding accumulated, survival and reproductive suc-
cess dropped, the population started collapsing toward 
extinction. Lynx really needed our help!

The present 

Researchers are tracking the genetics of lynx in the wild 
through the collection of trace DNA they leave behind in 
the environment. These non-invasive genetic samples are 
used to genetically identify individuals, con昀椀rm parentage 
and track the genetic status of the population. That allows 
us to detect if the translocated lynx are successfully repro-
ducing in their new home.  We are already observing its 
昀椀rst positive e昀昀ects - a drop in the level of inbreeding, and 
the 昀椀rst signs of higher reproduction and survival.
 
It seems that the project succeeded in bringing the 
Dinaric lynx from the brink of a second extinction.

The future

Nonetheless, on its own, the Dinaric – SE Alpine lynx popula-
tion remains too small to be viable in the long term, and will 

Each animal carries a “genetic load”, harmful mutations that become a problem only if an 
individual receives the same mutation from both parents. As each such mutation is very 
rare and unrelated animals typically have di昀昀erent mutations, the probability of this hap-
pening in a large population is extremely low. However, close relatives share the same 
mutations they inherited from a common ancestor. If close relatives mate, we call this 
“inbreeding”, and the o昀昀spring are highly likely to have lower survival and problems 
with reproduction. There is a good reason that incest is a tabu in all human cultures.

need gene 昀氀ow from other populations, either naturally 
through the establishment of a Dinaric – Alpine metapop-
ulation or assisted with translocations. We explored this 
using individual-based genetic-demographic computer 
models. As follows, we suggested several management 
scenarios that may help us understand how to ensure the 

long-term survival of the reinforced population.
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GORU
Sex: ♂
Translocation: 

2019, 5 years old

Reproduction: ✔

LENKA
Sex: ♀
Translocation: 

20121, 3 years old

Reproduction: ✔

JULIJA
Sex: ♀
Translocation: 

2021, 2 years old

Reproduction: ✔

LUBOMIR
Sex: ♂
Translocation: 

2022, 5-7 years old

Reproduction: ?

BLISK
Sex: ♂
Translocation: 

2022, 6-7 years old

Reproduction: ✔

DORU
Sex: ♂
Translocation: 

2019, 4 years old

Reproduction: ?

PINO
Sex: ♂
Translocation: 

2020, 5 years old

Reproduction: ?

ZOIS
Sex: ♂
Translocation: 

2021, 2 years old

Reproduction: ✔

ALOJZIJE
Sex: ♂
Translocation: 

2020, 3-4 years old

Reproduction: ✔

CATALIN
Sex: ♂
Translocation: 

2020, 4-5 years old

Reproduction: ✔

MAKS
Sex: ♂
Translocation: 

2020, 2 years old

Reproduction: ?

TRIS
Sex: ♂
Translocation: 

2021, 4 years old

Reproduction: ✔

BORIS
Sex: ♂
Translocation: 

2020, 1-2 years old

Reproduction: ✔

LUKAŠ
Sex: ♂
Translocation: 

2023, 3-5 years old

Reproduction: ?

SNEŠKA
Sex: ♀
Translocation: 

2023, 5 years old

Reproduction: ?

AIDA
Sex: ♀
Translocation: 

2021, 2 years old

Reproduction: ✔

EMIL
Sex: ♂
Translocation: 

2021, 3 years old

Reproduction: ✔

KRAS
Sex: ♂
Translocation: 

2023, 2 years old

Reproduction: ?
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10 11



P
U

B
L

IC
 A

T
T

I
T

U
D

E
S

Understanding public perceptions helps 
wildlife management authorities and 
conservationists determine the level 
of acceptance or opposition to the 
presence of lynx in speci昀椀c regions 
and develop effective conserva-
tion strategies. A comprehensive 
survey of public attitudes was 
implemented three times in Slove-
nia, Croatia, and Italy - before, during, 
and a昀琀er translocations, including 5832 
survey participants who declared hunting 
of lynx or illegal killing unacceptable. 

Overall, it revealed a positive public attitude towards lynx and widespread 
support for its conservation in all three countries.

Livestock breeders were the only group that expressed concerns regarding 
potential 昀椀nancial losses due to lynx presence, despite that lynx depreda-
tions on livestock are very rare. Therefore, the breeders need to have access to 
information on how to protect their domestic animals - like with high elec-
tric fences that we also distributed - and what to do when damage occurs.  

This collective stance highlights a shared commitment to the protection 
and preservation of this species.

Looking ahead, public outreach activities in the following years should 
address connectivity 
among the populations 
and if needed, also the 
importance of additional 
translocations to prevent 
inbreeding, especially 
given the slight decrease 
in support for introducing 
new animals, particularly 
in Italy. Ultimately, the 

long-term conservation 
of lynx depends on fos-
tering and maintaining 

local support.
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Hunters & Police 

*QFP ,=ɮ9ᵍ 
A case of suspected 

illegal killing 

Due to a signi昀椀cant lack of awareness 
regarding illegal killing among police 
o昀昀icers, the Hunters Association of 
Slovenia produced a comprehensive 
handbook for 昀椀eld personnel (hunt-
ers, foresters, etc.) and police o昀昀icers 
that de昀椀nes how to properly organize 
an investigation procedure in case of 
an illegally killed lynx or other wildlife 
species. Moreover, several practical 
seminars and multi-day workshops 
were organized for key players and 
institutions to enhance their under-
standing of the importance of 
昀椀ghting against wildlife crime.

 ◙ Born in 2021, o昀昀spring of the translo-
cated lynx Goru; 

 ◙ Captured and 昀椀tted with GPS collar in 
February 2022;

 ◙ In May 2022, the LIFE Lynx team received 
a mortality signal from the collar;

 ◙ The collar was found in a forest with 
signs of tampering (cut cotton belt), 
indicating illegal killing;

 ◙ The police were informed;
 ◙ A lynx detection dog indicated a blood 

stain at the scene, later con昀椀rmed to 
belong to the lynx Neža;

 ◙ The lead investigator was a participant in 
the workshop for police o昀昀icers;

 ◙ The investigation is ongoing (in 2024).

ëíHunters Association of Slovenia 

has zero tolerance towards illegal 

killing of lynx and other wildlifeíí 

ñ * "- 0 " y, former 
president of HAS
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