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arisnica izvire iz istoimene $pilje koja se na-

lazi na svega 22 metra nadmorske visine.
Izvor-$pilja Karisnica jednostavne je morfolo-
gije: sastoji se od jednog kanala duzine oko
120 metra koji se pri kraju strmo spusta do
prekrasnog sifonskog jezerca. Sirina kanala je
od 3 do 8 metara, visina od 2-3 metra. Za
vrijeme obilnih kiSa $pilja je potpuno potoplje-
na te joj nije moguc pristup.

pring of river Kari$nica is a cave situated at

only 22 m above sea level. The cave, which
is also called Karidnica, has a rather simple
morphology - there is only one channel, 120
meters long. At the end of the channel there is
a steep descent to the beautiful siphonic lake.
The channel is 3-8 meter wide, and 2-3 meters
high.

Tvrtko Drazina

Detalj iz Spilje
(Detail from the cave)

Izvor-$pilja Karisnica - topografski nacrt
(Karisnica cave - topographic scheme)
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Kroz sudno razdoblje $pilja je prohodna te se u njoj mogu
naéi $imisi potkovnjaci (Rhinolophus ssp.), dok na
ulaznim dijelovima susre¢emo Zabe gatalinke (Hyla arbo-
rea) i velike zelene Zabe (Rana ridibunda).

Martina Temunovié

he cave is passable only during the arid period of the

year, when it is inhabited by horseshoe bats (Rhino-
lophus ssp.). At the entrance we can find the Common Tree
Frog (Hyla arborea) or the Marsh Frog (Rana ridibunda).

Tvrtko Drazina
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Kanjon Karisnice (The Karisnica canyon)

anjon Kari$nice ne pruza samo jedinstven esteski doZiv-

ljaj, ve¢ predstavlja vazno staniste za petrofilnu faunu
i floru (pétra (grc.) - stijena, kamen; fil (gr¢.) - prijatelj).
Karakteristi¢ne za kanjon su strme padine i visoke litice, a
upravo takvi tesko pristupa¢ni dijelovi osiguravaju prikladna
mjesta za gnijezdenje velikog broja ptica, ponajprije
grabljivica.

he KariSnica canyon is not only a beautiful landscape,

but it represents an important habitat for petrophilic
animals and plants (pétra (greek) - rock, stone). It is typical
for canyons to contain steep slopes and high cliffs, and
exactly these non accessible areas provide good nesting
sites for plenty of bird species, especially for birds of prey.

Rhinolophus ssp.
$ismis potkovnjak, Cesti stanovnik hrvatskih 3pilja
(Horseshoe Bat, common species in Croatian caves)

Projekt | izradu poutne staze financirali su: ‘The project was financed and sponsored by:
Zaklada Hrvatske akademije znanosti | umjetnosti, MATRA KNIP Program Vlade Kraljevine Nizozemske, Javna ustanova za upravijanje
zasticenim dijelovima prirode na podrucju Zadarske zupanije, Grad Benkovac, Drzavni zavod za zatitu prirode i Park prirode Vransko jezero.
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Izvor rijeke Karisnice

ajzanimljiviji su nalazi podzemnih vodenih rakova.

Prvenstveno bismo istaknuli onaj dviju vrsta koje
predstavljaju prave podzemne organizme (stigobionte) tj.
vrste koje Zive isklju¢ivo u podzemnim vodama. To su
podzemna kozica (Troglocaris anophthalmus) i buko-
vicka orijaska vodenbabura (Sphaeromides virei
mediodalmatina).

he most interesting inhabitants are cave dwelling
aquatic crustaceans, Cave Prawn (Troglocaris
anophthalmus) and Dalmatian Giant Pill-bug

(Sphaeromides virei mediodalmatina).

Petra Kovaé-Konrad

Troglocaris anophtalmus,
podzemna kozica, nastanjuje podzemne vode dinarskog krsa
(Cave Prawn, underground inhabitant of the Dinaric Alps)

Podzemna kozica nastanjuje cijelo podrucje Dinarida, dok
je navedena podvrsta vodenbabure endem Hrvatske te
nastanjuje podzemlje samo na Sirem podruéju Zrmanje.
Obje se vrste nalaze na Crvenom popisu ugrozenih vrsta te
su kao i sva ostala podzemna fauna, strogo zasticene
Zakonom o zastiti prirode.

hile the cave prawn is widespread through the under-

ground of the Dinaric Alps, the Dalmatian giant pill-
bug is endemic for Croatia. Both species are on the Red list
of endangered species and like all other underground fauna
are strictly protected by Croatian Law.

Branko Jalzi¢

Sphaeromides virei mediodalmatina,
vodenbabura, endemska podvrsta Hrvatske
(Dalmatian Giant Pill-Bug, Croatian endemic subspecies)

Royal Netherlands Embassy MATRA - KNIP Programme, Public Institution for Management of Protected Areas in the County of Zadar,
City of Benkovac, Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts, State Institute for Nature Protection and Nature Park Vransko jezero.

Bubo bubo, usara (Eagle Owl)

kanjonu KariSnice gnijezdi se najveca vrsta sova na

svijetu: usara (Bubo bubo), poznata i pod nazivom
sovuljaga ili buljina. Najvise se hrani Stakorima, a u manjoj
mjeri zeCevima, jezevima i drugim pticama, poput galeba
klaukavca. Najéesce othranjuje dva ili tri mlada pti¢a po
sezoni gnijezdenja.

Sitta neumayer, brgljez kamenjar (Rock Nuthatch)

d pjevica se na podrucju kanjona gnijezdi zanimljiva

vrsta brgljez kamenjar (Sitta neumayer) koji izgra-
duje svoje gnijezdo od ilovace, pa ga nazivaju i brgljez
lonéar. Hrvatska obala podno Velebita za ovu vrstu
predstavlja sjevernu granicu rasprostranjenosti u Europi.

mong the songbirds, a very interesting bird species is

the Rock Nuthatch (Sitta neumayer) which builds its
nest of silt and clay. The Croatian coast on the foothill of the
Velebit Mountain represents the northern border of its
European area.

Tomi Muukonen e www.birdphoto.fi

Arto Juvonen o www.birdphoto.fi

Grad Benkovac

he biggest owl species in the world, the Eagle Owl

(Bubo bubo), nests in the KariSnica canyon. Its most
common prey are rats, and also hares, hedgehogs and other
birds like the Yellow-legged Gull. During the breeding
season two or three nestlings are raised.
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Monticola solitarius, modrokos (Blue Rock Thrush)

ravi ljepotan egzoti¢nog izgleda je modrokos

(Monticola solitarius), koji se na podruéju kanjona
Karisnice zadrzava tijekom cijele godine. U prirodi je ¢esto
tako da se samo muZjaci isti¢u izgledom kako bi privukli
Zenski spol, dok su Zenke i mlade ptice neugledne kako bi
bile manje uocljive grabezljivcima.

real beauty of exotic look is the Blue Rock Thrush

(Monticola solitarius) which is present over the whole
year in the canyon. It is rather natural that males accent
their appearance in order to attract mates, while females
and juvenile birds are less conspicuous in order to avoid
predators.

Druge vrste ptica karakteristiéne za kanjon, a koje se
gnijezde na podruéju Karisnice su sivi sokol (Falco
peregrinus), divlji golub (Columba livia), jarebica
kamenjarka (Alectoris graeca), hridna lastavica
(Hirundo rupestris), primorska bjeloguza (Oenanthe
hispanica) i gavran (Corvus corax).

ther typical breeding bird species of the Kari$nica

canyon are the Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus),
Rock Dove (Columba livia), Rock Partridge (Alectoris
graeca), Crag Martin (Hirundo rupestris), Black-eared
Wheatear (Oenanthe hispanica) and the Raven (Corvus
corax).
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